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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

As we begin a new fraternal 
year, I’d like to thank 
this past year’s council  

leadership for their hard work and 
dedication to putting their faith in 
action via the Knights of Columbus. 

Outgoing as council  Program 
Directors are Rick Gnatowsky, 
Cameron Czaja, and Bill Ruppert 
who headed the Family, Youth, and 
Church Committees, respectively.  
Incoming directors for those 
committees are Ed Skrobacz, 
Nathan Wiles, and Chuck Alaynick.  
Bob Kines has volunteered to handle 
the responsibilities of the Right to 
Life director.  Thanks to all of you for 
putting in the extra time to facilitate 
the good works of our order.  

I also want to thank those who 
continue in their roles as Program 
Directors including Rick Armstrong 
(Community), Ed Veronick (Council 
& Squires), Bob Haley (Squires) 
PGK Rick Hughes (degree team), 
Jerry Coffey (membership), PGK 
Julio Alvarez (RJS fundraising), 
PGK Mark Lovejoy (Bowling and 
Retention), and Ed Sleyzak and 
Scott Huetteman (Communication). 

Our council officers do the behind 
Grand Knight Con’t. Next Page

Thank You

Knights Help Dedicate the 
New Church

This past June 29th, 2017, the 
long journey of moving into our 
new Church building was finally 
realized. 

Bishop Emeritus Robert Lynch presided 
over the dedication ceremony, consecrating 
the Church as a place of worship instead of 
just a building. To me it was very interesting 
as I have never seen anything like this 
before and may never see this again. 

The ceremony was long, but each section 
of the church was blessed and anointed 
by holy water or by chrism oil, including 
the baptismal font, the crosses on the four 
pillars, and the altar candles. 

The process of consecrating the altar, 
to make it not just a piece of marble but 
the altar upon where the sacrifice of the 

Mass would be held was very interesting. 
As most of you now know, the new altar 
is quite large, and the chrism oil had to be 
applied on the entire top surface. Bishop 
Lynch barely could reach the center, but he 
was able to do it. 

We had many people there that have been 
instrumental in making St. Stephen Catholic 
Church what it is today. There were former 
pastors, former parochial vicars as well as 
many former parishioners who had moved 
away but came back for this special event. It 
was definitely a special event to be a part of.

Those who could not be there were able 
to watch it over the internet, as the parish 
streamed the video live, which I think is a 
first for the parish.
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the scenes work to run our council, 
so thanks to this past year’s officers 
Steve Haines (three years as a trustee 
and returns as the Council Advocate), 
Michael Grogan (Chancellor), Rich 
Sarnowski (Warden), Mike Formato 
(Advocate), Frank Wuco (Lecturer), 
and John Columbia (Warden) for 
their contributions.  We welcome 
Guillermo Bambach (DGK), Tim 
Donahue (Chancellor), Ross Lowery 
(Lecturer), Paul Spinler (Recorder), 
and Chris Hobbs (Outside Guard) 
and welcome back Alex Czopek 
(Financial Secretary), John 
Laughman (Treasurer), Randy Lee 
(Inside Guard), Bob Haley (Outside 
Guard), and our Trustees Mark 
Lovejoy and Ed Sleyzak.  

A special thanks goes to Heidi 
Noyes and the Columbiettes and our 
Squires for all the help they provide 
throughout the year.

And last but certainly not least, 
thanks to our immediate past Grand 
Knight, S/K John Berrie, for his 
contributions of time, talent and 
treasure to our council. John is a 
consummate Knight, always putting 
the interests of our council at the 
forefront. 

He has been a steady leader of 
our council, a strong advocate for 
the Knights within our parish, and a 
wonderful mentor to me as I assume 
the position of Grand Knight of our 
council. 

No one joins the Knights in order 
to someday be the Grand Knight of a 
council  - one simply says yes when 
asked to take on a role within the 
council. 

Thank you for the trust you have 
placed in me. I am confident that we 
will have another successful year 
thanks to the sage counsel of our past 
grand knights and trustee members, 
and the newly installed officers and 
program directors. 

We truly have a great council  in 
that everyone supports each other as 
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As we begin this new chapter in our 
parish let us not forget the community that 
we have become. Let us continue to grow in 
our faith and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

If you want to see more pictures of 
the event, you can go to photographer 
Rick Tauceda’s website at: http://www.

ricktauceda.com/Non-profit/St-Stephen-
Catholic-Church/n-KrGKnb/

God Bless the Knights of Columbus and 
this great council  of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church.

 Sunday, August 6, 2017 vs.           
Milwaukee Brewers 

 

First Pitch: 1:10 P.M. 
Tailgating starts at 11:00 A.M. 

Lot 7, shady area on south side 

All parish families are invited to attend our annual 
Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus  

Day at the Rays 

Tickets: $25 Adult and $15 for Kids 14 and under 
This includes a ticket to the game and covers the cost for tailgating. All tickets 

must be pre-paid by July 23, 2017 
 
Make checks payable to: KofC 14084 (put Ray’s Game in memo line)   
Contact: Ed Veronick 2022 N Pebble Beach Blvd Sun City Center, FL 33573 

(850) 305-9745  council@koc14084.org   
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The Prayer of a Nation

ON MAY 4, I had the honor 
of joining Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl, archbishop of 
Washington; Cardinal Daniel 

DiNardo, archbishop of Galveston- 
Houston and president of the U.S. 
bishops’ conference; members of the 
Little Sisters of the Poor; and leaders of 
Orthodox, Protestant, Jewish and other 
faith communities at a White House Rose 
Garden ceremony during the National 
Day of Prayer.

The event, at which President Trump 
signed an executive order on religious 
liberty, began with the singing of the 
Lord’s Prayer.

The spring observance of the National 
Day of Prayer was established by Congress 
and proclaimed by President Harry 
Truman in 1952. While some may dismiss 
the National Day of Prayer as largely 
symbolic, and others, like the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation, may ridicule 
it, I felt that something very important 
took place. Religious leaders from around 
the nation joined together in prayer at the 
White House with a deep sense of respect 
for each other’s traditions.

Cardinal Wuerl was one of those chosen 
to lead the gathering in prayer. His words 
truly captured the atmosphere of unity 
when he said: “O God, who gave one 
origin to all peoples and willed to gather 
from them one family for yourself, fill 
our hearts, we pray, with the fire of your 
love and kindle in all of us a desire for 
the just advancement of our neighbor, that 
through all good things which you richly 
bestow upon all, each human person may 
be brought to perfection, every division 
may be removed, and equality and justice 
be established in human society.”

Years ago, Father Patrick Peyton 

repeatedly reminded us that “the family 
that prays together, stays together.” 
Perhaps the same might be said of nations.

Approximately six decades ago, the 
Knights of Columbus led the effort to add 
the words “under God” to the U.S. Pledge 
of Allegiance. The phrase is taken from 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.

And it was Lincoln who first proclaimed 
a National Day of Prayer in 1863, stating 
that “it is the duty of nations as well as 
of men to own their dependence upon the 
overruling power of God, to confess their 
sins and transgressions in humble sorrow 
… and to recognize … that those nations 
only are blessed whose God is the Lord.”

During the ceremony this past May, the 
president signed an executive order on 
religious liberty. Some have criticized the 
order for not going far enough to establish 
new, broad protections.

But Cardinal DiNardo’s response seems 
most appropriate. Noting that he had met 
with the president to discuss these issues 
shortly before the ceremony, the cardinal 
stated, “Today’s executive order begins 
the process of alleviating the serious 
burden of the HHS mandate. We will 
engage with the administration to ensure 
that adequate relief is provided to those 
with deeply held religious beliefs.”

Seeing the president greet the Little 
Sisters of the Poor and invite them to 
the podium to stand with him, those in 
attendance were assured that the “process 
of alleviating the serious burden of the 
HHS mandate” had indeed begun.

Just days after the president’s signing of 
the executive order, I had the privilege of 
a one-on-one meeting with Vice President 
Pence to discuss these issues in more 
detail.

It is said that a journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step. Recently, 
the president took two such steps.

The first was setting a legal foundation 
by executive order to protect our free 
exercise of religion from overreach by 
federal agencies.

The second came in answer to a question 
from EWTN, whose News Nightly 
reporters had recently visited Iraq with 
Knights of Columbus sponsorship. The 
president stated that he was going to help 
the Christians of the Middle East.

The Knights of Columbus has always 
been steadfast in our defense of religious 
freedom at home and abroad. Seeing a 
new concern for this issue at the highest 
levels of our country is welcome.

Welcome, too, is the fact that Pope 
Francis and the president agreed to do 
more to protect religious freedom and 
religious minorities when they met May 
24 in the Vatican.

Now is the time for all of us to commit 
to do more.

Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

IN A SPIRIT OF SOLIDARITY, LEADERS EXPRESS 
GRATITUDE TO GOD AND WORK TO PROTECT THE 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY OF ALL
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Freedom for All ...No Exceptions

I had some time this week to review the 
history of the Knights of Columbus. I 
scoured the internet and found many 
examples of how we contributed to 

the church and to society since the founding 
of the order. 

We should all be proud of what we have 
accomplished in the past and continue to do 
so today.  Later in the day, after listening to 
the news about our government’s concerns 
about immigration, I began to give some 
thought on how, or really if, society 
changed since 1882. 

At that time we had the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights in place for almost 100 
years, yet society still looked down upon 
immigrants  seeking religious freedom, 
human dignity and the opportunity to 
improve themselves in a free society. The 
evidence of this inspired Father McGiveny 
to found the Knights of Columbus.

Fast forward to today, 135 years later. 
Immigrants continue to seek the same.   

Could ignorance of our own past be the fuel 
feeding our concerns about those wishing 
to join us in the good old USA?  

After all they are different from us, they 
are a threat...or are they? I’m sure our 
ancestors would quickly remind us that 
we were once the unwanted immigrants 
seeking the same. The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
web site: www.usccb.org, lists the Seven 
Themes of Catholic Social Justice and 
provides in depth references to the Church’s 
teachings on the subject. 

Looking over the list, under the section 
entitled Solidarity, I found the following 
statement most appropriate: “We are one  
human family,whatever our national, 
racial,ethnic, economic, and ideological 
differences. We are our brother’s and 
sister’s keepers, wherever they may be.” 

Perhaps Abraham Lincoln said it best 
“Those who deny freedom to others 
deserve it not for themselves ”

By Jerry Coffey

Save the Dates

The Columbian Squires Circle 
5209 have a rather busy fall 
2017 planned, and ask that you 

please save the following dates for the 
upcoming Keep Christ in Christmas 
sale:

November 18-19  
November 25-26

Tis the season when we reflect on 
the past year of our lives, and we 
prepare for a new one.  As we focus 
our attention to family, friends, the 
holiday season and our new parish 
home, we also focus on our faith and 
the birth our Lord, Jesus.  

We reach out to our community and 
those in need, as we do throughout 
the year, the ones that may not have 
family, friends, a steady job, a hot 
meal or a place to call home.  

We help those who are hospitalized, 
in rehabilitation centers or homebound, 
which includes our veterans at the 
VAVS.  The Squires welcome and 
embrace these challenges!  

We ask that you visit us at the Family 
Life Center  after the Masses during 
the weekends of  November 18 and 
19,  and November 25 and 26.  Enjoy 
some refreshments, donuts, coffee and 
snacks, and purchase our “Keep Christ 
in Christmas cards” that will help us 
accomplish these acts of mercy.  

Our Circle Officers and members 
thank you in advance for your 
continued generosity and support.   

We strive to provide the spiritual, 
cultural, civic, social and physical 
improvement of our youth, and the 
development of their leadership 
abilities.  

Our Motto; “ESTO DIGNUS; 
means “Be Worthy,” and we challenge 
our young men to embrace these 
challenges and successfully achieve 
them!   

If you have any questions please 
contact Ed Veronick at council@
kofc14084.org , squires@kofc14084.
org or call (850) 305-9745.

Brother Ed Veronick will 
continue as the Chief Counselor 
for our Columbian Squires 
Circle 5209, with monthly 

support from Brother Bob Haley!  Sadly 
due to schedule conflicts, Brother Paul 
Dufraine has requested to step down as 
the Deputy Chief Counselor.  We thank 
him for the support he provided this past 
year!  Graciously our Brother Kevin 
Bourdeaux has volunteered to take 
over as Deputy Chief Counselor.  Please 
congratulate them for taking on this 
additional monthly challenge!

As always, the Squires ask you to make 
a commitment to assist us again this 
coming fraternal year. We are looking for 
12 additional Knights, (1) per month to 
join us in the FLC rooms 6 and 7 for 1 ½ 
to 2 hours!  

We meet on the 1st Friday of each month 
from 6:30-8:00pm.  I think each volunteer 

will appreciate the time they spend with 
the Squires.  They are motivated and full 
of youthful energy.  They are full of ideas, 
and it is good to watch them work through 
various problems of meeting procedure, 
fundraising, donations, and activity 
planning.  

The Chief Counselor also would like to 
request that you speak on a topic either 
something you are familiar with or a 
patron saint, something that is “Our Faith” 
related, or seasonal per the Liturgical 
Calendar.  This talk may be brief 10-15 
minutes.  This year, we will focus more 
on our new place of worship, bringing 
us closer together while supporting our 
young men on their journey!  

Esto Dignus which means “Be Worthy”  
Our Squires Circle Motto!

Thank you for considering to help 
support our youth!

Chief Squires Counselor



Building the Domestic Church
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Because families play an 
indispensable role in the new 
evangelization, we want to share 
our faith with other families and 

those who are far away from God.

Meditation
From Pope Benedict XVI’s Address to 

the Pontifical Council for the Family
The new evangelization depends 

largely on the Domestic Church (cf. ibid. 
[Familiaris Consortio], n. 65). In our time, 
as in times past, the eclipse of God, the 
spread of ideologies contrary to the family 
and the degradation of sexual ethics are 
connected. and just as the eclipse of God 
and the crisis of the family are linked, 
so the new evangelization is inseparable 
from the Christian family. 

The family is indeed the way of 
the Church because it is the “human 
space” of our encounter with Christ. 
Spouses “not only receive the 
love of Christ and become a saved 
community, but they are also called 
upon to communicate Christ’s love 
to their brethren, thus becoming a 
saving community.” 

The family founded on the 
sacrament of Marriage is a 
particular realization of the Church, 
saved and saving, evangelized and 
evangelizing community. Just like 
the Church, it is called to welcome, 
radiate and show the world the love 
and presence of Christ. 

The reception and transmission 
of divine love are realized in the 
mutual commitment of the spouses, 
in generous and responsible 
procreation, in the care and 
education of children, work and social 
relationships, with attention to the needy, 
in participation in church activities, in 
commitment to civil society. 

The Christian family to the extent it 
succeeds in living love as communion 
and service as a reciprocal gift open to 

all, as a journey of permanent conversion 
supported by the grace of God, reflects 
the splendor of Christ in the world and the 
beauty of the divine Trinity.

1. How can we as a family better 
communicate Christ’s presence to others 
in word and action, thereby becoming a 
“saving community” that shares the love 
of Christ?

2. Remembering that the “new 
evangelization” is not new in content but 
“new in ardor, methods and expression,” 
what are some ways we as a family can 
evangelize, and what truths might we 
express?

3. Why is family such an effective 
voice for addressing important issues?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 
148:1-6, 11-13

A song of praise to the Lord
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
   praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you his angels;

   give praise, all you his hosts.
Praise him, sun and moon;
   praise him, all shining stars.
Praise him, highest heavens,
   you waters above the heavens.
Let them all praise the LORD’s name;
   for he commanded and they were 

created,
Assigned them their station forever,
   set an order that will never change.
Kings of the earth and all peoples,
   princes and all who govern on earth;
Young men and women too,
   old and young alike.

Let them all praise the LORD’s 
name,

   for his name alone is exalted,
His majesty above earth and 

heaven.

Family Project
Invite a family member, friend or 

acquaintance to Mass, adoration or a 
faith-forming event with you. Also, 
write down ideas for small sacrifices 
and offerings on individual pieces of 
paper. 

Place these in a small bowl. Every 
day, have each member of the family 
randomly select one piece of paper 
to offer the sacrifice listed for the 
intentions of a relative or friend. 

At the end of the month, each 
family member might send a note 
to the person for whom they made 
the offering, telling him or her about 
their prayers and sacrifices.

THEME – WITNESSING TO THE FAITH
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Can You Make Yourself Available?

When candidates are asked 
at our monthly admissions 
meetings why they want 
to join the Knights, they 

almost always say something to the effect: 
“I figured it was time for me to give back, 
and I want to grow in my faith.  The 
Knights seem like an organization that will 
help me do that.”  Recently, I’ve heard a 
third common theme among candidates: “I 
want to be around other like-minded men 
of faith.”

Spiritual Growth.  Service for 
Our Parish.  Fraternity with  
Catholic Men.  

This is what the Knights of Columbus 
at Saint Stephen should be known for 
during this fraternal year and forever more 
within our parish.   Can you make yourself 
available to continue your faith journey, 
perform community service, and support 
other men who strive for the same goals as 
you?

Our fraternal calendar for 2017-2018 has 
been organized around events that promote 
spiritual growth, service, and fraternity.  

First, we have monthly events that 
provide opportunities for spiritual growth 
and fraternity – business meetings, degree 
exemplifications, and prayer vigils.  If 
you haven’t come to one of these events 
recently, come again… with fresh eyes and 
a prayerful heart.  

Each of these events is centered around 
prayer and offers the opportunity to slow 
down and spend time with like-minded 
Catholic men, who realize that we need 
to do more than just survive in our secular 
society.  Can you make yourself available 
for one of these monthly events?

More events happen periodically that 
provide opportunities for service and 
fraternity.  Our Raymond James Stadium 
events and the Knights Bowling League are 
fun activities with fellow Knights that raise 
the funds that helped build our new church, 
support our parish ministries, and reach out 
to our community.  

Funds raised through these events assist 
our clergy and vocations, our parish school 
and its students, Right to Life activities, 
Special Olympics and other charities 
supporting those with special needs, Saint 
Vincent DePaul, and other activities and 
ministries of mercy.  Can you make yourself 
available to put your faith in action?

We have annual events that define the 
character of our council  and our Order.  We 
have our annual Blue Mass to honor those 
first responders who serve our community, 
and our Memorial Mass to pay homage to 
those Knights who have passed on to their 
eternal reward.  

We are active in supporting Right to Life 
activities such as the 40 Days for Life in 
October and the placement of crosses 
on the church property during January in 
recognition of the lives lost since the tragic 
1973 Roe v Wade Supreme Court decision. 

We have events that support the youth of 
our parish, such as the Soccer Challenge, 
Free-throw Challenge, and the altar server 
and graduation barbeques.  Can you make 
yourself available for a few hours in support 
of these events that will support our parish?

Finally, I want to highlight three events 
that we Knights should come together and 
support for reasons that address the needs 
of our members and support of our parish.  

We are going to initiate an event called 
the Saint Nicholas Day Pancake Breakfast, 
and we want to use this event in December 
to serve as a family social, promote the 
real meaning of Christmas, and most 
importantly, incorporate the parish and 
support a ministry of mercy.  As this is the 
first year for this event, we have flexibility 
to create new traditions within our parish.  

In February, we are going to fold our Day 
of Reflection into the Men’s Conference 
at Saint Lawrence Church.  This will be 
a great chance to recharge our spiritual 
batteries, and it promises to be a great start 
to our Lenten season.  

The third event in which I would like to 
see maximum Knight participation is our 
annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner.  We’re 
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain   
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight   
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight 
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor   
Tim Donahue

Warden 
John Columbia

Advocate   
Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder   
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Laughman

Trustees   
John Berrie, Ed Sleyzak,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Steve Jarosz
Field Agent  

Chuck Lusky
Guards   

Bob Haley 
Randy Lee 

 Chris Hobbs

2017-2018 Installation Ceremony
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Nathan Wiles  

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Bob Kines   
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

New Committee Leadership 
Making a Difference

As the new fraternal year 
kicks into gear, there are a 
number of brother Knights 
who have stepped up and 

taken leadership roles in the council . The 
new Respect Life committee chairman, 
Bob Kines has been a parishioner at  
St. Stephen for approximately 10 years.  

He is married 
to Stacy, his 
wife of 34 years, 
and they have 3 
children Louis, 
Blair, and Brandi.  
Bob is employed 
at Metropolitan 
Ministries in the 
outreach area 
working with 

homeless and those at risk of becoming 
homeless.  

He and Stacy have been active in the 
Respect Life Ministry at St. Stephen for 
some time.  Stacy was co -chair of the 
ministry for several years and is still 
active.  Bob has the privilege of leading 
the Daily Mass Ministry at St. Stephen, is 
a Eucharistic Minister and participates in 
the ministry that delivers the Eucharist to 
patients at  Brandon Regional Hospital.

The Family Committee is looking 
forward to a great new fraternal 
year, thanks to the leadership of 
Edwin Skrobacz. 

Edwin and his wife Susan recently moved 
to Brandon, Florida. They have two grown 
children (Megan 
26 & Tyler 23). 
Moving to Florida 
was a huge change 
after living in NJ 
their entire lives. 

“The Brothers 
in Council 14084 
and the people of 
Saint Stephen have made us feel warm and 
welcome,” said Skrobacz, during a recent 
gathering.  “I have served many roles in 

Council 8160 in Brick, New Jersey, for 
more than 20 years.”

Edwin is also a past Grand Knight in his 
previous council. He has been very active in 
numerous charities including kaleidoscope 
of hope  and has participated and served 
on the committee for Harbor House Ride 
for New Beginning’s, a 400 mile, 5 day 
annual bicycle ride to benefit the shelter for 
runaway and abused children.

Chuck Alaynick begins this 
new fraternal year as the 
committee leader for the Church 
Committee. Chuck and his 

family have been at St. Stephen since 2000.  
This month he and his wife, Merry,  

celebrate 23 years of marriage.  Chuck and 
Merry have four children: Chris & Alex - 

21 years old, Max 
- 17 years old, and 
Jessica - 14. 

Chuck looks  
forward to serving 
the Church and the 
Knights in his role 
within the Church 
Committee.

Leading the youth committee is 
Nathan Wiles. Nathan and his 
wife, Lindsay, and three children, 
Hannah Grace, Austin, and Gabby 

have been members of the Saint Stephens 
Parish family for 
6 years. They are 
blessed to be part 
of such an active 
community of 
faith! Nathan is 
currently a teacher 
at Saint Stephens 
School where his 
three children 
attend.

Please make sure to congratulate these 
brothers and ask them what YOU can do 
to help make a difference in our council, 
Church, and community.
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RJS Fundraising Kicks off 2017 Season

HERE  IT IS - Our council  
Commitment to the 2017-18 
RJS Fundraising Season at 
Raymond James Stadium.

For those new to the effort, it’s VERY 
IMPORTANT that you understand that 
this fundraising effort is the single-most 
important program that raises the necessary 
capital to support our contributions to our 
Church, Community, Council, Family, and 
Youth Service Programs, overall charitable 
giving and direct support to our Members, 
the Parish and our Community at large.  

We raise between $15K and $20K 
annually through the commissions and tips 
earned at RJS; sometimes more, depending 
on additional events (e.g., Concerts, 
College Championships, Super Bowl, 
etc.).   Moreover, we’ve earned an enviable 
reputation at the Stadium that facilitates 
our invitation to participate and work at 
key venues which groups fight for on an 
annual basis.   

This has in the past included opportunities 
to staff and run ‘Prime’ venues at RJS in 
locations that don’t just offer opportunities 
for greater revenue, but also spots that 
generate great interaction with fans AND 
awesome views of the ongoing action 
whether on the field or on stage for concerts 
and the like.

However, please keep in mind that this 
is not itself a ‘Committee’ or a ‘Service 
Program’ made up of a few members...
this is a Council-wide fundraising effort.   
What this means is that as Knights, when 
we commit to supporting the principles 
of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity - we 
as a Council expect a commitment that 
exemplifies those principles which - most 
importantly- share the burden of this effort 
among all members who are physically 
capable of working at least one of the 14 
events over the season.    

It entails volunteering your time and 
talent to attend one 2-1/2 hour training 
session (if you haven’t already done so) 
and one approximately 9 hour day with 15 
of your Brother Knights to man a register, 
or serve as a runner for a cashier, serving 
beer, frozen drinks and hot pretzels. 

The day normally starts with assembling 
at the front of the FAMILY LIFE CENTER, 
driving in a carpool to the stadium, walking 
a short distance from the designated 
parking, about an hour’s worth of setting 
up our stand (we’re so good at this that we 
have about an hour break time to watch 
warm ups, etc. until gates open), then in 
earnest approximately 2-1/2 hours of work 
serving customers until we close the stand 
at the end of the 3rd Quarter.  

Aramark provides meal coupons so that 
(normally) right after kick-off we start 
sending folks on short breaks to grab a 
bite to eat at any of the concessions in the 
stadium.   

We clean up, count money, do inventory, 
and are out of the Stadium before the game 
is over which means we avoid traffic, and 
drive home to drop off back at the church.   
On an average Sunday 1 PM Kick off 
Game...we meet at 8 am at the church, and 
are back home before the start of the 5:30 
PM Mass.   

The best part of this is that you are 
working with and getting to know your 
Brother Knights in a very unique and 
enjoyable experience, and we are all 
working together, not for ourselves but for 
those who will benefit from the outcome of 
the funds raised by your effort.

We have a Council of over 350 Members.   
If every able bodied Brother Knight said 
YES to just one event...this would become 
one of the easiest fundraising efforts we are 
a part of.   

To be sure....all of us on this effort have 
families, jobs and other commitments 
throughout this approximately 6 month 
period; however, when brothers say “no” 
to even one event in the season, it places 
an inordinate burden on those who commit 
to almost every event to ensure we meet 
our minimum staffing requirement. Even 
though you’ll never hear complain, would 
prefer to take at least a few weekends to 
focus on family and other commitments 
from time to time.   

WE DID THIS PAST FRATERNAL 
YEAR - AND WE CAN REPEAT THAT 
SUCCESS ... BUT WE NEED YOU 

Please look at the schedule on the next 
page, commit to at least one event (We 
won’t turn you away if you want to work 
more).   Because we did so well  last 
year, we’ve once again been assigned our 
TIKI BAR in the North East Corner of 
the Stadium right next to the Pirate Ship, 
which is a great venue both for revenue and 
for field view, as well as our normal smaller 
stand on the opposite side of the field (2 x 
CashPoints); therefore, in order to properly 
staff both, we require a minimum of 14 to 
16 volunteers per game.  

Keep in mind that we will be paid $50 per 
volunteer plus percentage of commissions 
earned for each event.   Additionally, we get 
up front bonuses of an additional $10 per 
volunteer ($160 Spot Bonuses) but ONLY 
if we meet our full minimum staffing 
requirement.  Overall,  this constitutes 
a potential guarantee of over $800 per 
game (not including commissions or tips) 
for a minimum of up to $14,000for the 
season; with tips, commissions and spot 
bonuses, especially at big events such as 
high attendance games, the Outback Bowl, 
concerts, etc., conservatively speaking, we 
could bring in up to $18,000 or more this 
coming season.

If you wish to contribute to only one 
Council  event this year....volunteer your 
time and talent towards this effort. It will 
provide us a great return on your invested 
manpower. 

Please Pray about it...and sim-
ply SAY YES.

 Pick and save a date, and commit to 
at least one event by responding to this 
email; rjs@kofc14084.org).   Our goal is 
to fill the season roster over the next 30 
days, hopefully BEFORE the Pre-Season 
Shakeout Event on August 12th

You will have the satisfaction of 
knowing you were an active part of the 
many accomplishments our Council  will 
experience this Fraternal Year....all made 
possible by your joining with, and sharing 
your time and talent with your Brother 
Knights, families and friends who join us 
to help ‘Make a Difference!’ 
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Knights of Columbus Saint Stephen Council 14084             
2017-18 RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM  

FUNDRAISING EVENT SCHEDULE & STAFFING REQUIREMENT   

as of: July 1, 2017 
 

 

EVENT # DAY DATE TIME  EVENT                                      | REQ. STAFFING  
1 SATURDAY AUG 12 10:00 AM PRE-SEASON SHAKEOUT 
   

2 SATURDAY AUG 26  7:30 PM CLEVELAND BROWNS     

3 THURSDAY AUG 31 7:30 PM WASHINGTON REDSKINS   

4 SUNDAY SEP 17 1:00 PM CHICAGO BEARS 

5 SUNDAY OCT 1 1:00 PM  NEW YORK GIANTS 

6 THURSDAY OCT 5 8:25 PM NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS   

7 SUNDAY  OCT 29 1:00 PM CAROLINA PANTHERS    

8 SUNDAY  NOV 12 1:00 PM NEW  YORK JETS   

9 SUNDAY  DEC 10 1:00 PM DETROIT LIONS    

10 MONDAY  DEC 18 8:30 PM ATLANTA FALCONS    

11 SUNDAY  DEC  31 1:00 PM NEW ORLEANS SAINTS    

12 MONDAY  JAN 1, 2018 1:00 PM OUTBACK BOWL    

13 SATURDAY  JAN 13  7:00 PM MONSTER JAM I    

14 SATURDAY  FEB 3 7:00 PM MONSTER JAM II       

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY – REPLY NOW WITH YOUR COMMITMENT 
We need your sign ups NOW in order to set ourselves up for success this 

upcoming Season.  Simply pick an event or events you wish to commit to, and  
please send your choices to rjs@kofc14084.org to lock it in. If we have more 

committed per game than we need, we will form a standby pool for that event to 
account for any unexpected conflicts where a primary volunteer cannot participate.  

 
   

MANDATORY TRAINING 
     UPCOMING TRAINING CERTIFICATION & RE-CERTIFICATION DATES/TIMES  

   

Training (good for 3 years) is a Mandatory Requirement to work at RJS and consists of customer service, food 
safety, and alcohol safety (TEAM Certification). The training sessions - at RJS and - are approximately 2.5 hours in 

duration; however, YOU MUST BE REGISTERED to ATTEND - seats fill up quickly and space is limited. Please note that 
these training dates and times are subject to change if bumped by other events.   

You must arrive at least 15 minutes early to allow time for check in. The training will start at the listed time and 
security will not allow anyone to enter the building after the training has begun. 

 

Sat July 29th @ 10:00 AM – East Club | Sun July 30th @ 10:00 AM – East Club  
Tue August 8th @ 6:30 PM – East Club | Sat August 12th @ TBA – East Club  

 Mon August 21st @ 6:30 PM – East Club 
 

Group Lead Training: 1:00 PM on Saturday July 29th & Sunday July 30th   
 

 

TO LOCK IN A SEAT FOR TRAINING,  
Please Email Julio Alvarez at rjs@kofc14084.org as soon as possible.   

PLEASE NOTE - - - TRAINING SLOTS FILL UP FAST!  

12 + 4 
12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 
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Knight of the Year

Council 14084 is pleased to 
announce Brother Ed Veronick 
as the Knight of the Year for 
2017.  Ed has been a stalwart 

performer for our council  this year.  
He was the council  director for the year 

and took charge of providing meals and 
refreshment for most council   events.  As 
a retired Navy logistician, he has a well 
developed expertise for planning and 
conducting events.  

He was a primary contributor to council  
social events and a special event, the 
council ’s 10th Anniversary Dinner.  He 
provided food and beverages for council  
meetings as well as 1st and 2nd Degrees.  

He volunteered several times to work 
at the council ’s primary fundraiser at 
the Raymond James Stadium at football 
games and special events.  

As a special project he took charge of 
refurbishing three sets of life-size nativity 
figures. He and Brother Knights and 
Squires repaired, repainted, and sealed the 

figures for use at the parish and school.  
Ed served as the Squires Chief 

Counselor. When the previous Squires 
Chief Counselor moved on to become the 
council  Grand Knight, he stepped up.  He 
recruited additional Counselors, trained 
and helped the Squires conduct meetings 
and service projects and built the Squires 
Circle up to 13 active members.  

He supervised the Squires’ Keep Christ 
in Christmas fundraiser which raised funds 
for their service projects. This included 
$400 worth of nonperishable food and 
hygiene items to Veteran Administration 
Volunteer Services in Tampa and $100 
worth of food items for Kay’s Ministry to 
feed homeless people in Tampa.  

He set the positive example to the boys 
of raising the funds, buying supplies and 
physically serving the community.  His 
work will provide future Knights with a 
strong purpose of civic service.

Ed serves as a Eucharistic Minister and 
Lector in the parish.  He is a member 

of the parish Men’s Club and actively 
supports their primary Lenten Fish Fry 
fundraiser.  In the community, he serves 
as a local Basketball Club Secretary, and 
a local homeowner’s association manager.

Brother Ed Veronick is an outstanding 
example of what it means to be a Knight 
of Columbus. He clearly exemplifies the 
principles of our order - Charity Unity, 
Fraternity and Patriotism. 

He answers the call for help at every 
opportunity. He clearly makes a difference 
for our council  and in our Parish and 
Community. Please congratulate him as 
the Council 14084 Knight of the Year.

Family of the Year

Council 14084 Family of the 
Year for 2017 is the Bruce 
Czaja Family.  The Czaja 
family has been a crutial part 

of our Knights of Columbus Council.  
Brother Knights Bruce and son 

Cameron served the council  as Deputy 
Grand Knight and Youth Director 
respectively.  As the Deputy Grand 
Knight, Bruce served our council  with 
planning and executing events.  He 
also started our council ’s new standing 
Retention Committee.  

As the Youth Director, Cameron planned 
and executed all of our Youth competitions 
and supervised our participation at district 
and regional competitions.  Bruce’s wife 
Nina supported Bruce’s commitment 
to the Knights and our council ’s social 
events.

In the parish, Bruce 
served as a lector in 
the parish.  He is also 
active in the parish 
Toastmasters, which 
teaches and practices 
public speaking.  

Cameron is active 
in the parish Young 
Adults Ministry.  In the 
community, Bruce served our nation as 
a retired Marine working within the US 
Central Command.  

The Czaja Family has had a unique 
distinction of having a father and son 
working as an officer and director in 
our council .  They have displayed the 
dedication and hard work that made our 
council  successful. 

Most importantly, they showed the 
Domestic Church in practice, setting a 
good example for Catholic families.  They 
are active in the parish and community 
and promote the Knights of Columbus.  
Please congratulate the Czaja Family as 
the Council 14084 Family of the Year.
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Columbiettes Installation of Officers

On June 20, 2017 at the FLC, 
the Columbiette Auxiliary 
Council 14084 celebrated the 
Installation of Officers for the 

upcoming year.
The newly installed Officers are 

as follows: Heidi Noyes - President, 
Dot Foley, Vice President, Rita 

Joyce, Immediate Past President,  Jan 
Goldonowitz, Financial Secretary, 
Kathleen Jackson, Treasurer, Amy 
Garcia, Secretary, and Denise Lee, 
Sentinel.

Guiding the ceremony was Sharon 
Lopez, District Deputy, Father Curtis 
Carro, Chaplin, Carol Guettler, 

Chairperson, and Sue  Haines, Music. 
Also attending were the following 
distinguished guests; John Berrie, Grand 
Knight, S/K Randy Lee, and S/K Ed 
Veronick.

The installation was followed by a brief 
reception. Congratulations to all the new 
Officers!

By Denise Lee

going to move this event to June so that 
it gets the focus it deserves as we want to 
honor our priests and deacons and support 
our seminarians.  

This event should bring together all 
aspect of why we joined the Knights – we 
enjoy the fraternity of Catholic men as we 

cook and serve spaghetti to our council  
and parish, and all of the proceeds will 
support vocations.

The Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus 
Council 14084 is widely recognized as 
one of the most active councils in the state, 
yet we can always improve.  To succeed, 

I submit that each Knight in the council   
will need to sacrifice some small amount 
of time throughout the year to pitch in for 
the greater good of our Order.  I have one 
simple question to each of the Knights 
of our council: can you make yourself 
available?

Available Con’t. From Page 6

You might ask “What is a Corporate Communion”? It is a 
Knights expression coined by Supreme for Knights and 
their families sitting and praying together in Church at 
Mass. The council  attends Mass as a corporate body to 

worship together.
This type of program provides both the spiritual and social aspects for 

our members to enjoy, and it’s a great opportunity to promote fraternity 
among our council’s families. 

Our next Corporate Communion is on August 13th at the 8:30am 
Mass. We hope to see you there.

Corporate Communion



©  Copyright 2017 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator 

S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain 
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral 
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

Color Corps Celebrates Resurrection 
Church Communion Mass

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 14084 and the Color 
Corps members Assembly 3418 
were honored with a request 

from Resurrection Council 15675 to bring 
the Color Corps to help them celebrate 
a Communion Mass and Knights of 
Columbus membership drive on June 11,  
2017. 

Assembly 3418 Color Corps is led by 
S/K Shawn Ryan, commander. Along with 
Shawn were S/K Jerry Westbrock, S/K 

Mike Formato, S/K Rick Hughes, S/K 
Mark Lovejoy, S/K Randy Lee S/K Rich 
Gnatowski  S/K Rich Sarnowski and S/K 
Ed Sleyzak. 

Resurrection Catholic Church is a 
beautiful church in Riverview Florida. 
Father Eugene is a wonderful old school 
priest who’s warmth and charm endear him 
to the parish. I hope anyone who is visiting 
the area would stop in and praise God in 
this loving place.



John Arcand
Gene Batronie
Stephen Bell
Kim Brabson
William Cornett
John Cronan
Thomas Cummings
Michael Fabbro
Thomas Fisher 111
Peter Gallagher
Daniel Gratkowski
Michael Grogan
Amos Hall
Lloyd Hamashin
Allen Kleinotas
Vincent La Lima
Andrew Masse
Matthew Maynard
John Mc Guire
Michael Messano
Edward Milius
Mario Nicoletti
George Ordonez
Francis Pirog
Jeffrey Prokopowicz
Rafael Robles
Patrick Sampson
Andrew Sanderson
Dennis Schulmerich
Joseph Sidoti
Stephen Smith
Gerald Thompson
Brian Todd
John Van Jaarsveld
Kenneth Vaughn
Chris Westfall
James Whiteman
Nathan Wiles
William Worth
Thomas Ywanauskas
Antonio Zumpano

 July Birthdays
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The Pitfalls of Replacing 
Existing Coverage

You know the old saying, “the 
grass seems greener on the 
other side of the fence,” but we 
all know that it rarely is. The 

same holds true when it comes to replacing 
your existing Knights of Columbus life 
insurance with coverage offered by another 
company. Perceptions are deceiving. A 
move to the “greener” grass on the other 
side of the fence might seem like a good 
one, but it can leave you with less green 
in your wallet — in some cases, a lot less. 
That’s why it pays to remember another old 
adage, “Read the fine print.” 

There are many reasons to keep your 
existing coverage in force, whether that 
coverage is with the Knights of Columbus 
or with another company. I’ll focus on the 
potential pitfalls of replacing coverage here 
— pitfalls that an agent trying to convince 
you that the grass actually is greener might 
neglect to mention. 

First, all life insurance contracts contain 
a contestability period, which allows the 
insurer to contest claims made for a period 
— typically two years — after the contract 
is issued. Chances are this is no longer an 
issue with your current coverage. 

Second, it’s unlikely that you can obtain 
the same amount of coverage, for the same 
premium, that you were able to obtain with 
your existing contract. The two factors that 
determine how much you’ll need to pay for 
life insurance coverage are age and health. 
Certainly, you’re older now than you were 
when you took out your current coverage. 

There’s no way around that. And you have 
to ask yourself, has your health changed 
during that time? Is your blood pressure 
the same? Your cholesterol? Have you 
gained weight? All these factors can affect 
the amount of coverage you’ll get for your 
premium dollar. 

If someone encourages you to replace — 
or worse, drop — your existing coverage, 
please call me. I’ll show you how your 
existing coverage is working for you and 
why replacement is rarely in your best 
interest. 

Chuck Lusky 
813-728-5338 
charles.lusky@KofC.org 

Grand Knight Con’t. From Page 2
we do the good works of our Order. 

I look forward to this coming fraternal 
year, and only ask that members of St. 
Stephen Knights make yourselves available 
to assist at least once this year in contributing 
to the good works of our council. We strive 
to grow in faith, support our parish, and be 
there for fellow Catholic men who want to 
put their faith in action. Brother Knights at U2 concert last month
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August 6 Day at the Rays
August 12 Pro Life Prayer Vigil
August 13 Corporate Mass 8:30AM
August 14 Fr. McGivney’s Birthday
August 19 First Degree, St. Stephen FLC
September 12 Blue Mass
September TBD Soccer Challenge, St. Stephen School

Please check your council website calendar for more details regarding these events.
http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
John Berrie

Family of the Month
Tim Donahue

Family of the Month
Randy Lee (June)

Family of the Month
Rick Hughes


